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STATEMENT OF _
HONORABLE ROBERT P, PATTERSON, SECRETARY OF WAR,
BEFORE THE COMMIITEE ON EXPENDITURES

IN THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS, OF THE UNITED STATES
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, RE H.R. 2319, CREATING A
NATIONAL DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENT, :

2 zpail SEET

g 1 give unqualified support to the bill to unify the armed forces,
H.R. 2319. ‘

. Provisions of bill
The bill ereates a National Defense Establishment, consisting of the
Department of the Army, Department of the Navy and Department of the
Air Force. P
' S / K s it :
The head of the National Defense Establishment is tha Secretary of
. National Defense, with the power and duty: : . ‘

(1) to establish policles and programs for the National
Defense Establishment and for the departments and
- agencles in it; ' '

(2) to exercise direction, authority and control over such
departments and agencies;

) v :

(3) to supervise preparation of budget estimates by the
departments and agencles, to determine the budget
estimates of the Natlonal Defense Establishmenit for
submission to the Bureau of the Budget, and to super-
vise and control the budget program of the National
Defense Establishment. -

The proviso is made that the three departments shall be administered :
a5 individual units by their rcspective secretaries, under direction of ihe
' MORE
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ssions I have had with the Secretary of the Navy have left me with

gli:cgonviction that there are substantial values in the concept of local

- iohts or home rule if you will, -- in the threoe service:
augorgeﬁy;:hesesgfffesr ghould be preserved. 1 can think .of no gapd reaso;l ‘
3?1 thé Seeratary of National Defense should concern himself with matters
WY inistration that pertain to the three departments. In the second
Ola.cemthé~ Ne'-:r nad decided views as to the soundness qf these I:es-arvaﬁ.ons,
Iet).nd I’ have nc }hesi'tation in saying that it will be of lasting beneflt i:g ;
develop the type of organization that commands the support of A:r_my anc
Navy alike., I am therefore unqualifiedly in favor of these provisions.

i ] : f the
i t detain you with a discussion o@ the other featur.es _‘o .
bill irri[p;vrtanm i:loas they aﬁzrce.' Other witnesses will take them‘up in detail.
¢4 ] 7 | .

* ok % ok k d Kk Kk Xk

i I urge that you report this measure favorably. It
will g.s;lvj:erz1 t%%n%giggg ’Statesg an efficient organization of the armeq Se:)I"Vig(:S.
It will strengthen national defense without calling for the expcnciltui ; o}
more funds. It is unique in that respect; that other measures 10 S ,e‘n: ih g
national defense call for the spendind of more money. It will istre;]xlgtgtn '
national defense, and I am confident that throughout the world it w <

viewed in that light.
- 10 -

END
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HEADS OR THER

NATIONAL. SECURITY RESOURCES
BOARD
CHAIRIAN OF THE BOARDIGIVILIAN).

REPRESENTATIVES,
AS DESTGHATED BY THE PRESIDENT,
OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES.

SECRETARY OF NATIONAL
DEFENSE
JO‘N.T CHIEFS OF STAFF WAR COUNCIL MUNITIONS BOARD RESEARCH &0 DgELOPMENT
SECRETARY OF NATIONAL DEFENSE.CHAIRMAN BOA!
(G;mg: g: fm:{ us Ar;:ng"s O T ﬂ CHAIRMAN OF BOARD {CIVILIAN)

GHIEF OF STAFF, 1 S.AIR FORCE
GHIEF OF STAFF TO COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF
(1t there ba one)

JOINT STAFF
DIREGTOR OF JOINT STAFF
(100 OFFICERS FROM THREE DEF'TS)

SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
SEGRETARY OF THE AR

CHIEF OF STAFF, U.S. ARMY
GHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
GHIEF OF STAFF, US. AIR FORCE

UNDER OR ASST. SEGRETARY OF THE ARMY
UNDER OR ASST SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

‘UNDER OR ASST. SECY. OF THE AIR FORCE

CHAIRMAN OF BOARD (CIVILIAN)
ARMY TWO REPRESENTATIVES
NAVY FROM EAGH TO BE NAMED
AIR FoReE | BY THE SECRETARIES.

UNIFIED
FIELD

'SECRETARY
OF THE ARMY

SECRETARY
OF THE NAVY

SECRETARY
OF THE AIR FORCE

COMMANDS

‘Lm‘ ;
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DEPAATMENT OF THE ARMY

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FCRCE §




